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Councilmember John Lee Backs Governor'’s Call for Action on Encampments,
Urges Targeted Expansion of Anti-Camping Zones in L.A.

LOS ANGELES - In response to Governor Gavin Newsom'’s release of a model
ordinance to deal with the state's homelessness crisis, Councilmember John Lee
issued a statement today applauding the Governor's urgency while reaffirming the
need for Los Angeles to pursue compassionate, yet clear-eyed policies that
protect both unhoused individuals and the broader community.

“Although | don't always agree with Governor Newsom, he is completely correct in
that there is no compassion in leaving people on our streets—especially when
housing and services are available and consistently offered,” said Councilmember
John Lee.

Over the past several years, the City of Los Angeles has invested significant
resources into outreach, interim housing, and supportive services.
Councilmember Lee emphasized the need to pair that investment with policy that
reflects reality on the ground.

“Los Angeles has invested tremendous resources into housing, outreach, and
supportive services, and we will continue to do so because we believe in helping
people find stability and dignity through shelter and care,” he said. “But
compassion alone is not a strategy.”

Lee pointed to the City’'s anti-camping ordinance, calling for a focused expansion
to areas where sustained outreach—defined as at least three months of
engagement and repeated offers of shelter—has failed to produce results.

“This is not about criminalizing homelessness—it's about common-sense policy
and drawing a line when continued inaction puts both the individual and the
surrounding community at risk,” he continued. “We cannot allow our parks,



sidewalks, schools, and public spaces to remain indefinitely occupied when
resources are available and being declined.”

Councilmember Lee said he looks forward to incorporating aspects of the
Governor's proposed model ordinance into Los Angeles' own approach.

“I applaud Governor Newsom for his aggressiveness and urgency on this issue
and look forward to implementing the best pieces of his model ordinance in Los
Angeles,” said Lee. "We cannot allow inaction to send the message that the status
quo is acceptable.”
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