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Councilmembers Park, Lee, and McOsker Join Labor Leaders to
Oppose LAPD Civilian Cuts Ahead of Key Budget Hearing

LOS ANGELES — Councilmembers Traci Park (CD11), John Lee (CD12, Chair of the Public
Safety Committee), and Tim McOsker (CD15, Member of the Budget and Finance Committee)
stood in solidarity today with labor leaders from EAA, SEIU Local 721, AFSCME Locals 3090
and LiUNA Local 777, and the LA County Building & Construction Trades Council to oppose the
proposed elimination of 403 civilian positions at the Los Angeles Police Department.

Set to be discussed in today’s Budget & Finance Committee hearing, the proposed cuts would
dismantle the non-sworn infrastructure that supports virtually every aspect of public safety in
Los Angeles — from crime scene investigations and forensic analysis to evidence tracking,
recruitment, emergency response systems, and technical surveillance operations.

“Public safety is more than just arrests — it's a system. And without these civilian experts, the
system begins to fall apart,” said Councilmember Park. “You cannot solve crimes without
forensic analysts. You cannot prosecute cases without proper evidence handling. And you
cannot grow a police force if you cut the very people who run recruitment, background checks,
and training. These layoffs would undermine every aspect of our public safety infrastructure.”

Among the most critical roles targeted for elimination:

e Crime Scene Photographers (EAA) — A unit already reduced to just 13 citywide would be
further decimated, limiting the documentation of homicides, shootings, and violent
crimes.

e Criminalists (SEIU 721) — Scientists who conduct DNA testing, firearms analysis, and
chemical forensics under hazardous conditions. Their work is key to solving violent
crimes and closing cases.

e Administrative Clerks, Analysts, and Booking Personnel (EAA) — Professionals
responsible for running LAPD stations, managing evidence chains of custody, and
maintaining legal compliance. Eliminating these positions would force officers off the



street to backfill administrative work.

e 911 System Technicians and Cybersecurity Specialists (EAA, Trades) — Civilian experts
who protect the city’s emergency systems from technical failure and cyber threats.

e Technical Surveillance Experts (Building Trades) — Workers skilled in surveillance
technology, audio/video enhancement, and lab-based digital forensics—critical for gang,
vice, and organized crime investigations.

e Fleet Mechanics and Vehicle Maintenance Staff (SEIU 721) — Already short-staffed from
previous cuts, further reductions would sideline patrol cars and degrade response
capacity citywide.

e Cross-functional Public Safety Staff (LIUNA Local 777) — Supporting logistics, facilities,
and field functions essential to police deployment and station operations.

“These positions may not wear a badge, but they are absolutely essential to public safety,” said
Councilmember John Lee. “Cutting them would be reckless and short-sighted. It means slower
investigations, fewer patrols, and more barriers to solving crimes.”

“The current proposed budget would remove over 400 civilian professionals whose expertise is
essential to policing,” said Councilmember Tim McOsker. “Cutting them would mean that crimes
either go unsolved, or we take officers off the street and put them in roles they’re not trained for.
The hard work now before the Budget and Finance Committee is to find the resources to
preserve these essential jobs—because without them, we’re not solving the crimes Angelenos
expect us to solve.”

Councilmember Park urged Angelenos to stay engaged and speak out:

“This isn’t just a staffing issue, it's a public safety crisis in the making,” said Councilmember
Park. He urged Angelenos to remain engaged and speak out. “If you care about safe streets,
fast response times, and holding criminals accountable, now is the time to act and call on your
councilmembers to reject this proposal.”

The LAPD budget hearing is scheduled for today, 1:00 PM in the Council Chambers at Los
Angeles City Hall.
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